
Exotic Species n  n  n  n

Plants and animals not native to
Illinois are exotic species. Most of
them are harmless to our state;
however, some can be very invasive
to native plant communities and can
overwhelm or wipe out native
species. Prevention and control of
exotic, invasive species requires tremendous cooperation between
managers and all users of parks, natural areas, and privately owned
land. To learn more about exotic and invasive species and how you can
help prevent their spread, visit the IDNR Exotic Species Website at:
ht tp : / /www.dnr.s ta te . i l .us / lands /educat ion /Exot icSpec ies /
exoticspintro.htm.

For more information, contact Starved Rock State Park, P.O. Box 509,
Utica, IL  61373, phone (815) 667-4726.

This trail brochure was made possible due to funding provided by the
Starved Rock Foundation. 

Help Our Parks Endeavors (H.O.P.E. FUND)

Please consider making a contribution to the H.O.P.E. fund at any of our
State Parks or State Fish and Wildlife Areas. Donation boxes are located
near visitor centers, interpretive centers, concession buildings, campground
host locations, and check stations. Sites without donation boxes can accept
cash donations. Make your check payable to the IDNR-Hope Account. Your
donation remains at that site. You can also specify how you would like the
funds spent (site improvements, special projects, purchases, etc.). Help us
maintain our parks for future generations. Donate today.

All 815 area code
Starved Rock State Park Office – 667-4726
State Police – 224-1150
Ambulance - 911

May-Oct.

May-Oct.

Trail Markings    

Brown – Bluff Trail
Red – River Trail
Green – Interior Cayon or Connecting Trail

Yellow dots – going away form Lodge or Visitor Center
White dots – returning to Lodge or Visitor Center

The trails are marked with colored posts 
and colored dots.

Due to the park’s fragile ecosystem, camping is prohibited in unauthorized
areas and all rock climbing, rappelling or scrambling off trails is prohibited.
Biking is not allowed on the hiking trails. For your own safety, you must
be off the trails by dark. Alcohol is prohibited on all trails.

Fishing and Boating n  n  n  n

Boats may be launched from the west end of the park. A paddlewheel boat
ride and canoe rental is available May through October. Catfish, bullhead,
white bass, sauger, walleye, carp and crappie may be caught in the Illinois
River. Boats are not allowed within 600 feet of the dam, as strong currents
and powerful undertows can be dangerous. Under no circumstances
should you attempt to wade or swim in the river, canyons or from any park
shoreline.

Winter Activities n  n  n  n

Cross-country skiing can be enjoyed  at nearby Matthiessen State Park.
Cross-country ski rentals are available at Matthiessen Dells Area on week-
ends December through March. Eagle viewing is a popular winter activity
enjoyed by many. Two places to see the eagles are the top of Starved Rock
and the Illinois Waterway Visitor Center.

Snowmobiling is not allowed anywhere at Starved Rock, but is allowed at
the I & M Canal one mile to the north in Utica.
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Picnicking n  n  n  n

Developed picnic areas are available to the day visitor, with tables, drinking
water and restroom facilities. Eight shelters are available on a first-come,
first-served basis. Alcohol is prohibited Jan. 1 through May 31 in the
picnic area.

Camping n  n  n  n

The campground has 133 Class A premium campsites with electricity,
showers and flush toilets, a separate youth group camping area and a
children's playground. Seven campsites are accessible for people with
disabilities. Reservations are accepted all year through reserveamerica.com.
Alcohol is prohibited in the campground.

Recreational Trails Program n  n  n  n

The Recreational Trails Program (RTP) monies are funded through the
Federal Motor Fuel Tax and administered through the National Recreational
Trails Fund Act. Trail projects are supported by the federal government,
which provides up to 80% reimbursement of cost. State funds provide the
balance of the funding for the projects. The trails program encourages trails
management practices to serve a wide variety of trail users. The program
is administered in Illinois by the Department of Natural Resources in coop-
eration with the Illinois Department of Transportation.


